
 
 

 
 

January 23, 2017 

During the two week period of January 2 -15, 2017, 169 respiratory samples were sent for testing in the Microbiology 
Laboratory at SickKids.  This was similar to the previous 2 week period (n=160).  A total of 110 specimens (65.1%) were 
positive for RSV (38), influenza A (28), rhino/enterovirus (21), parainfluenza virus (7), adenovirus (1), hMPV (4), 
coronavirus (13) and bocavirus (8) by multiplex PCR and rapid influenza A/B.   During this two week period, the number 
of positive influenza A samples increased and the number of positive RSV samples decreased slightly.  No influenza B 
positive specimens were identified.    
 

 
 
For the week of January 8-14, 2016, Public Health Ontario reported influenza positivity rates of 24.3% (23.7% for 
influenza A and 0.6% for influenza B).  This is a slight decrease compared to the previous week which had an overall rate 
of positivity of 25.2% (25.0% for influenza A and 0.2% for influenza B).  Specimens from 112 institutional respiratory 
infection outbreaks were submitted for testing during this week and 103 (92.0%) outbreaks were positive for at least 
one virus. Influenza A (H3N2) was identified in 47 outbreaks during this week compared to 94 outbreaks during the 
previous week. Influenza B was not detected in any outbreaks. The most common non-influenza viruses detected were 
coronavirus, detected in 44 outbreaks and RSV virus, detected in 21 outbreaks.  
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/DataAndAnalytics/Documents/PPHO_Laboratory-Based_Respiratory_Pathogen_Surveillance_Report_Week_2_2016_2017.pdf 

 

Fluwatch Canada reported that for the week of January 8-14 seasonal influenza activity was at its highest level with all provinces and 
territories reporting influenza or influenza-like activity.  Widespread activity was reported in four provinces (one region in Ontario, 
one region in Quebec, three regions in Alberta and three regions in BC).  During the 2016-17 influenza season, the National 
Microbiology Laboratory (NML) has characterized 349 influenza viruses [314 A(H3N2), 10 A(H1N1), 25 influenza B.  All but one 
influenza A virus (n=323) and all (n=12) influenza B viruses characterized were antigenically or genetically similar to the vaccine 
strains included in both the trivalent and quadrivalent vaccines. Thirteen influenza B viruses were antigenically similar to the 
influenza B strain found only in the quadrivalent vaccine. 
http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/publications/diseases-conditions-maladies-affections/fluwatch-2016-2017-02-surveillance-influenza/index-eng.php 


